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Understanding the Refugee Problem in Japan through the
Lens of Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC)
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The refugee crisis is a major issue in the world today. Japan is known to accept only a
few refugees. People have recently become more aware of the crisis since the Ukraine War.
Still, not many individuals understand what is going on behind closed doors. Refugees face
many problems especially when they try to integrate into a foreign country. I believe that
culture and communication play a crucial role.

I drew inspiration to conduct this research from my experience living in the
Netherlands and from volunteer work I have done. I also had read several sources from
news articles, journals, and other source of research that led me to want to share the
information I gained to others. There is still lack of research on refugee issues in Japan.

I especially drew inspiration from Schukking & Kircher’s research on the highly
educated refugee’s assimilation to the Dutch labour market. Moreover, their research focus
in what way obstacles and problems are addressed by them as it occurs. The theoretical
framework for this is developed from Byram’s Intercultural Communicative Competence
(ICC). Hence, I decided to focus on ICC. My research paper is not a replication of the
Schukking & Kircher study but one that has a unique aim in that it focuses on the Japanese
context.

I hope by this presentation and through my research, there would be better

understanding of refugees and an improvement on how they are being assisted in Japan.
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How Does Social Media Activism Affect Society?
The Impact of “Me, too” Movement in Japan and China

Qing Guan (% 7)) (54 4)

With the rapid development of technology and social media, not only has it brought a
variety of convenience to people’s lives, but also has a great impact on the social movement
in our society. Social activism that was initially limited to the territory of one country has
gradually broken the borders and transformed into a phenomenal social movement with
the participation of a large international audience under the impact of social media. The
“Me, too” movement is one of the most typical transnational social movements in recent
years, with the aim of fighting against sexual assault and harassment. Subsequently, the
hashtag “Metoo”, which delivers the same meaning, has been used by internet users in at
least 85 countries. This movement has also evolved into a series of offline activism in some
of these countries. This presentation will take an in-depth look at the impact of “Me, too”
movement in East Asia, specifically China and Japan. Since these two countries share the
similar social and cultural values, such as the principle of collectivism, preference towards
social harmony and high-power distance, which is contrary to the cultural values of most
western countries. However, we cannot deny the impact of “Me, too” movement in East Asia
as the social progress it has made is unneglectable. Most studies have intensively discussed
the impact of such social media activism in the context of western world, whereas the
discussion upon East Asia overall is still inadequate. According to 2022 Global Gender Gap
Report, China and Japan, was each ranked at 102nd and 116th out of 146 countries. Under
such environment, how does a gender related social media activism affect social
development in these countries is an intriguing topic to be explored. Drawing upon major
social news happened in these countries, and analyzing the communication characteristics
of the “Me, too” movement, we will deepen our understanding towards the role of social

media in this globalized social movement and hence promote the development of our society.
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Gender Discrimination Embedded in Language:
Gender Ideology Shift Seen Through U.S. Sitcoms
(Friends and Brooklyn Nine-Nine)
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This presentation will focus on the implicit gender discrimination that is visible in the
primetime situational comedies that originally aired in the United States in the 1990s to
2000s and 2010s to 2020s. By taking a diachronic, critical discourse analytical approach to
the transcripts of the two TV shows, Friends and Brooklyn Nine-Nine, 1 hope to also
demonstrate the stereotypes, roles and inequality related to gender that have shifted over the
decades. There are three main research questions I would like to analyze. First, I want to
specify how gender issues arise and discrimination manifests itself through the two shows.
Then, I will want to present on how gender and sexual identity are expressed, especially by
certain characters. Finally, I want to compare the two shows and examine what gender
ideologies were normalized at the time the two sitcoms aired.

The discourse of the two shows, although mostly scripted, often correlate with the
prevailing gender ideology and the movements occurring around the time the shows were
made and aired in the US. This study is necessary since even though these TV shows were
aired on TV in the past, they are still popular among TV show viewers of different ages all
over the world. Nowadays, there are streaming services like Netflix (a platform where both
Friends and Brooklyn Nine-Nine are available), where you can view TV shows whenever you
want to and wherever you are. These television programs will likely continue to have a large
impact on people’s gender ideologies, so this analysis will hopefully be helpful to prevent

further gender discrimination.
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A Comparative Study of High School English Textbooks
between Japan and France
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The purpose of this presentation is to compare Japanese and French high school English
textbooks in order to examine what differences can be seen in cultural materials.

The Course of Study says that students will deepen their comprehension of the culture that
forms the backdrop of the foreign language and cultivate an attitude to communicate using the
foreign language. However, textbooks mainly treat Japanese and English-speaking culture.
Learners may associate English with the culture of English-speaking country, so the cultural
diversity is not depicted. In fact, the CEFR has been introduced to Japan, but it is used to assess
learners' language proficiency using a global scale. The aim of achieving plurilingualism and
pluriculturalism has been neglected. In contrast, France has adopted the plurilingualism since
1990s. As English is becoming the main language in the EU, French is losing its former status,
and the government considers this a crisis. If two language learning system can be set, French can
survive within the framework of English plus one language. With this background, it is expected
that French textbooks deal with a greater variety of cultures than Japanese textbooks, due to the
goal of realizing plurilingualism and pluriculturalism.

This study tabulates the content of materials using sociocultural knowledge, which derives
from the CEFR and is reflected in both textbooks. The analysis shows that the number of
“everyday living,” “living conditions” and “values, beliefs and attitudes” are the most common in
both textbooks. In addition, in Japanese textbooks, “everyday living” got less and “values, beliefs,
and attitudes” and “living conditions” became more common as the grade goes up. In French
textbooks, more covert cultures such as “values, beliefs and attitudes” and “interpersonal
relationships” increase. There are more diverse materials in France than in Japan. It is because
Japanese high school students are A2 when they graduate, so it may be difficult to understand
cross-cultural materials. In contrast, French high school students are expected to achieve B2, so

they can understand more than high school students at the same grade level in Japan.
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