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Second Language Acquisition Research

in Language Pedagogy

#BHD :  Colin J. Thompson (AZFEICFERUERER)
B B N (RFESUEHER)

Most educators and learners tend to agree that the main aim of learning a second language
(L2) is to develop communicative competence so that learners can use a language effectively. As
educators then, how should languages be instructed in order to develop students’ L2 communication
skills? Second language acquisition (SLA) research helps us to understand how learners acquire a
language and develop skills, and a significant amount of research has examined pedagogic
approaches that support theories of SLA. Communicative language teaching, and in particular task-
based language teaching is generally considered to be at the forefront of modern pedagogy in this
regard. Task-based language teaching involves the use of oral tasks aimed at developing learners’ L2
fluency in classrooms. This approach appears particularly useful within East Asian educational
contexts where Governments in recent times have expressed a desire to improve students’ use of
English. This presentation will discuss the rationale of modern approaches of language instruction
that are grounded in theories of SLA with the aim of developing L2 communication skills. It will
report on studies and discuss the issues of implementing task-based language teaching within Asian

educational contexts before ending with potential future outcomes and further research.
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The Wreckage of Faith: Origins of Shakespearean Drama

ZBFT : Thomas W. Dabbs (AR SCHEEREH )
H]4 : Mary A. Knighton (AZ2SCHER#H2)

Among other religious catastrophes that occurred in England during the 16th century,
something uniquely catastrophic happened in London in 1549 that would have an enormous influence
on Shakespeare (1564-1616). The Charnel Chapel, located in Paul’s Cross Churchyard in the St Paul’s
Cathedral precinct, was destroyed as part of a mass destruction of church alters and properties
throughout the English Reformation period. The chapel’s function was to hold the bones of the dead
after they were exhumed some years after ground burial. According to Catholic doctrine, these bones
would be rejoined into new heavenly bodies at the second coming of Christ. The Protestants who had
gained control found such beliefs to be superstitious and allowed the chapel to be torn down. The bones
were removed and relocated to an obscure site. The chapel ground was repurposed into a bookshop that
eventually became central to a line of additional bookshops that flanked the burial ground on the
northeast side of the cathedral during the Elizabethan period (1558-1603). These bookshops encircled
Paul’s Cross, the outdoor preaching pulpit used during the Reformation period to preach the Protestant
word of God to often captive audiences. The Paul’s Cross pulpit and churchyard with the surrounding
bookshops was supposed to be a place where people would walk the cathedral, hear sermons, notice
where they soon might be laid to rest, and browse or buy religious works to assure their salvation, at

least that was the initial plan.'

This talk will explore how Paul’s Cross Churchyard became much more than a place to learn

' A digitally reconstructed image of Paul’s Cross during the early modern period can be viewed at the Virtual
Paul’s Cross Project at https://vpcross.chass.ncsu.edu/churchyard/view/. A digital reconstruction of the whole
of reconstructed St Paul’s can be viewed at https://vpcathedral.chass.ncsu.edu.




the tenants of the new faith. The Elizabethan print and publishing industry soon found this site in
particular a commercially viable shopping area for secular print works. During the early Elizabethan
period and well before Shakespeare, Paul’s Cross Churchyard became a proving ground for new popular
and un-holy pleasure reading. Many stories from pleasure reading editions were adapted for early
Elizabethan court dramas. Exchanges between pulpit (a type of stage) and print became a working model
for attracting audiences. Also at roughly the same time, public venues appeared, famously The Curtain
and the Theatre, both just north of the London city gates, that also featured plays based on stories in new
editions and for sale on cathedral grounds. This way of making plays from popular editions became a
standard for playmaking and led to a long era of successful stage productions that sustained theatres.
This standard was adopted by Shakespeare and Shakespeare’s contemporaries later in the Elizabethan
period. This talk will show how the process of play making for public performance in new theatres grew

from a ruined burial chapel in a cathedral churchyard.
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organization of repair in conversation. Language, 53, 361-82.
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Homeschooling in Japan

TP Db A (FEE4E)

This presentation will focus on homeschooling families in Japan. While homeschooling has
experienced significant growth in the United States over recent years, it has not yet been extensively
researched in Japan. I conducted a comprehensive exploratory survey, which enabled me to analyze
trends, identify patterns, and draw conclusions. Homeschooling families in Japan are primarily Japanese
or originally from the United States, native English speakers, multilingual, highly educated, and strongly
religious. The main motivations for homeschooling include English education, family time, a focus on
the child's strengths and customization of the curriculum, and flexibility in daily life. Most families
choose homeschooling for its benefits rather than due to any disapproval of public schools. They employ
a mixed teaching approach, with an emphasis on reading and language learning. Priorities include
developing character, life experiences, and the learning process itself. Through my research, I aim to
offer a deeper understanding of the unique motivations of these parents and to promote the acceptance

of non-traditional education methods.
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